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IIAS Science and Triathalon Awards &  
IIAS Commercialisation and Entrepreneur Awards 

 

The International Institute for Advanced Studies (IIAS) Science and Triathalon Awards are 

awarded for three K-12 investigations that utilise knowledge and skills from a minimum of two 

scientific fields, and increase understanding across the boundary between them  

The International Institute for Advanced Studies (IIAS) Commercialisation and Entrepreneur 

Awards are awarded for three K-12 discoveries or inventions with the greatest potential to 

meet some urgent needs in economy, industry and society 

 

$250 First place prize for a Year K-12 student for each award 

$150 Second place prize for a Year K-12 student for each award 

$100 Third place prize for a Year K-12 student for each award 

 

1st IIAS Science and Triathalon Award (2016): Rebekah Kang, PLC 
Sydney, Slick and Clean - An investigation into how magnetite can be 
used with organic sorbents in oil spill clean-up 

 
Rebekah investigated the efficiency of using magnetite to clean up oil 
spills. She combined her knowledge of petroleum chemistry and the 
physics of magnetism to show that there was a linear relationship 
between the efficiency of oil extraction and the amount of magnetite in 
the oil. Rebecca went on to win a 3rd place Grand Award at 2017 Intel ISEF 
and 3rd place Investigations at the national 2017 BHPBSEA presentations. 

 

 

 

1st IIAS Commercialisation and Entrepreneur Award (2017): Angela Rofail, PLC Sydney, Does the 
soaking of broad beans in different chemicals affect the speed at which the seeds germinate?  

 
In adverse weather conditions, like drought, it can become critical that crops germinate as quickly as 
possible. Angela tested the effect of soaking broad beans in various concentrations of acetic acid, epsom 
salts, seaweed solution and hydrogen peroxide, finding that an epsom salt solution was most beneficial 
in speeding up the germination process. Since beans are a rich source of protein, this has the possibility 
of assisting with production of this important crop. 

Rebekah Kang receiving 
her award from Aaron Song 


